PEAK Socratic Discussion Questions
Literal/Right there questions – short answer only – (1 point each)
1. When did Peak truly feel regret and shame for having “tagged” the buildings?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why was there a film crew on Everest?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does the “brain function… at high altitudes? _________________________________________

Inferential/Think questions – bulleted answers only 
1. What is the author’s viewpoint regarding Sherpas, porters, herders, and yaks? (3pts)
•

•

•

2. What is the significance of Peak’s original Moleskine assignment? (8pts)
•

•
3. What does the author mean by, “…not a competition but a battle against life or death”? (3pts)
•

•

•
Evaluative/Think-Determine (interpret, conclude) Write out your answers in complete essay style – write, write, write, and write some more. Use a separate sheet of paper. (3-6 pts each)
1. Peak has no grades at his school. If you did not get a grade for any of your work or your classes, what would change? 
2. Why did the author create the character Joshua Wood?

3. In a short passage, Peak says that Zopa’s compliment was like “a whole tank of Os flowing into my bloodstream.” How do compliments (both giving and getting) affect you?
4. What did Peak learn from climbing Everest?

5. What is the author’s purpose in writing this novel?

6. Near the end of the novel Peak says he has no regrets and “it” worked out. What is “it”?

7. What is “your” Everest? (What BIG goals do you have?)

8. If you could be any character in this novel who would you be? 

9. How did the author’s style contribute to your understanding and/or enjoyment of the novel?
Name ___________________________________________  Section _____  Date ___________________

